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(54) Surround sound channel encoding and decoding 


(57) Surround sound decoding apparatus includes 
a left combined input, a left signal output, a right signal 
output, a center signal output and a surround output. A 
plurality of algebraic signal combiners intercouple the 
left combined input, the right combined input, the left, 
right, center and surround outputs are constructed and 
arranged to provide a left signal on the left output rep- 
resentative of a left channel signal component in the sig- 
nal on the left combined signal input, a right signal on 
the right output representative of a right channel com- 
ponent in a signal on the right combined input. A center 
signal on the center signal output representative of cent- 
er signal components of signals on the left combined 
signal input and the right combined signal input, and a 
surround signal on the surround output representative 
of a surround components in the signals on the left com- 
bined input and the right combined input. Surround 
sound encoding apparatus includes a source of left, 
right, center, left surround, right surround and low fre- 
quency effect signals. A left combiner has a left input for 
receiving the left signal, a left surround input for receiv- 
ing the left surround signal, a left low frequency effect 
input for receiving substantially 0.707 of the low frequen- 
cy effect signal, and a left center input for receiving sub- 
stantially 0.707 of the center signal and an output for 
providing a left transmitted signal representative of the 
cumulative combination of the signals on these inputs. 
The surround sound encoding apparatus also includes 
a right combiner having a right input lor receiving the 
right signal, a right surround input for receiving the right 
surround signal, a right low frequency effect input for re- 
ceiving substantially 0.707 low frequency effect signal, 
and a right center input for receiving substantially 0.707 
of the center signal and an output for providing a right 


transmitted signal representative of the cumulative com- 
bination of the signals on the inputs of the right combin- 
er. 
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Description 

The present invention relates in general to surround 
sound encoding and decoding and more particularly 
concerns novel apparatus and techniques for encoding s 
five major channels of a surround sound signal into two 
channels and decoding the encoded two channels to ef- 
fectively retrieve the five major channels. 

A typical surround sound signal includes at least left 
front, center front, right front, left rear and right rear sig- io 
nals. A typical prior art approach combines these signals 
into two signals that are typically decoded to recover a 
left front signal, a right front signal, a center front signal 
and a monophonic rear signal representative of the sum 
of the original left rear and right rear signals. is 

It is an important object of the invention to provide 
improved apparatus and techniques for encoding and 
decoding surround signals. 

A feature of the invention resides in an adaptive ma- 
trix decode algorithm signal processor which allows for 20 
significantly improved steady-state adjacent channel 
separation, including a processor for generating true- 
stereo surround-sound signals with limited channel sep- 
aration, and an additional center surround signal. This 
center surround signal can be decoded either from con- 2s 
ventional matrix-encoded stereo signals or alternately 
furnished as an additional signal from discrete channel 
media. 

Another feature resides in electroacoustically ma- 
nipulating the front stage signals wherein the discretely 30 
panned left or right signal information can be 
"squeezed" inboard of the left and right channel loud- 
speakers. This feature facilitates reducing the perceived 
width of the front left/right sound stage image when lis- 
tening to audio-for-video sound fields reproduced in 35 
concert with a video display device, thereby allowing 
conventional placement of the left/right channel loud- 
speakers spaced from the display device as in conven- 
tional stereophonic sound field reproduction without un- 
necessarily comprising the audio-for-video sound field 40 
reproduction. 

Still another feature resides in means for encoding 
the original 5. 1 channel source media into a convention- 
al stereophonic signal, wherein the discrete left and right 
surround signals are monaurally encoded into a more 45 
conventional left total/right total signal format, herein re- 
ferred to as LT, RT, but with much of the original direc- 
tional concept preserved. 

Other features, objects and advantages of the in- 
vention will become apparent from the following detailed so 
description when read in connection with the accompa- 
nying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement of a generalized standard matrix encod- ss 
er; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement of a system for input amplitude normal- 


ization; 

FIGS 3A and 3B are block diagrams illustrating the 
logical arrangement for generating a difference sig- 
nal output for sum signal dominance and a sum sig- 
nal output for difference signal dominance, respec- 
tively; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic circuit diagram of circuitry for 
generating the left or right dominant control signal; 
FIGS. 5A and 5B are block diagrams illustrating the 
logical arrangements for generating sum and differ- 
ence adjacent channel signals, respectively; 
FIG. 5C is a block diagram illustrating the logical 
arrangement of apparatus for removing the adja- 
cent channel signal from the sum and difference sig- 
nals; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement for normalizing the matrix for quadrature 
encoded signals; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement for generating left, center and right sur- 
round channel signals; 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement for generating left/right squeeze signals; 
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement for matrixing the discrete 5.1 channel 
source media signal to derive the center surround 
channel signal and bass channel signal; 
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement for modified matrix encoding with split 
surround channel signals; 
FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement of a broadband block decoder: 
FIG. 12 is a modification of the block diagram of 
FIG. 11 illustrating the logical arrangement of a 
broadband block decoder with an enhanced sound 
imaging feature; 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement of another modification of the arrange- 
ment of FIG. 11 characterized by frequency division; 
FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement of a system for processing left and right 
transmitted signals to provide an output bass signal; 
FIG. 1 5 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement of another decoding system according 
to the invention that provides left, center and right 
output signal and a monophonic surround output 
signal; 

FIG. 16 is another embodimenl of a decoder ac- 
cording to the invention that piovides a stereo sur- 
round signal; 

FIG. 1 7 is a block diagram illustrating the logical ar- 
rangement of a decoding system according to the 
invention using a plurality of stereo decoders to pro- 
vide left, right, center, left surround, center sur- 
round ; right surround, left side surround and right 
side surround signals; and 
FIG. 18 is a table illustrating the signals at the dif- 
ferent terminals of the stereo decoders of FIG. 17. 
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With reference now to the drawings and more par- 
ticularly FIG. 1 , there is shown the logical arrangement 
of a generalized standard matrix encoder left, center, 
right and surround input terminals 11 , 12, 13 and 14 re- 
ceive left, center, right and surround signals, respective- 
ly. Left -center adder 1 5 combines the signals on left and 
center input terminals 11 and 12 to provide a left-center 
signal to left center phase shift network 16. Right-center 
summer 1 7 combines the signals on center and right ter- 
minals 1 2 and 1 3 to provide a right-center signal to right- 
center phase shift network'l8. Quadrature phase shifter 

21 receives the surround signal on terminal 14 to pro- 
vide a quadrature phase-shifted surround signal that is 
combined with the left-center phase-shifted signal pro- 
vided by left-center phase shifter 16 to left output adder 

22 to provide the left transmitted signal LT and with the 
right-center phase-shifted signal provided by right-cent- 
er phase shifter 18 to right output adder 23 to provide 
the right-transmitted signal RT. 

The surround channel and cenler channel signals 
are defined as equal amplitude out-of-phase and in- 
phase signals, respectively. Encoding a left and center 
channel signal simultaneously produces only the center 
channel output at the output of right output adder 23, 
and the left channel signal plus the center channel signal 
at the output of left adder 22. Thus, the left and center 
channel signals cannot be accurately retrieved without 
first normalizing the relative time-average magnitudes 
of the left and right transmitted signals LT and RT such 
that LT is equal to RT at the input terminals of the input 
amplitude normalization circuitry shown in FIG. 2. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the left and right transmitted sig- 
nals LT and RT from left and right output adders 22 and 
23, respectively, on terminals 24 and 25, respectively, 
are multiplied by right and left magnitude signals [R]/Y 
and [L] /Y, respectively on input terminals 26 and 27, 
respectively, of sum and difference multiplier 31 and 32, 
respectively. The outputs of left and right multipliers 31 
and 32 are cumulatively combined in adder 33 and dif- 
ferentially combined in subtractor 34 to provide on ter- 
minals 35 and 36 sum and difference levels, respective- 
ly. 

One method of normalizing the relative magnitudes 
of LT and RT at the decoder input terminals involves de- 
riving the time-averaged magnitude of LT, RT, and the 
time-averaged magnitude of whichever of the two is 
greater when [LT] * [RT] (herein referred to as Y) . When 
the two magnitudes are equal, Y is either the time-aver- 
aged magnitude of [LT] or [RT]. Expressing these mag- 
nitudes in terms of Y produces two usable coefficients: 

A1 = [LT]/Y 

and 

A2 = [RTJ/Y. 


For all LT dominant conditions, the coefficient A1 
has a value of one, and the coefficient A2 is the ratio of 
the magnitudes of RT to LT. The opposite is true for all 
RT dominant input signal conditions. The domain of 

s each of the two coefficients is from 0 to 1 inclusive. Mul- 
tiplying LT by [RT]/Y and RT by [LT]/Y produces equal 
magnitude signals at the output of each ol multipliers 31 
and 32. If the normalization function is the result of a 
broadband measurement of the spectrum at LT and RT, 

10 then summing the modified signal will not, in all cases, 
produce the encoded center channel or surround chan- 
nel signal because the sum signal or difference signal 
may yet contain information for reproduction by the left 
(or right) channel signal. 

is For example, consider encoding the center and left 
channel signals as two sine waves of arbitrary frequen- 
cy. If the left channel signal L is 5 kHz, and the center 
channel signal is a 1 kHz signal, each with a unit ampli- 
tude of 1 at the encoder output terminals, since the left 

20 channel signal is the greater of the left and right channel 
signals, the coefficient A1 has a value of 1 , and the co- 
efficient of A2 has a value 0.707. Thus, the output of 
sum multiplier 31 is 0.707 (5 kHz sine wave + 1 kHz sine 
wave) and the output of right multiplier 32 is T (1 kHz 

25 sine wave). The sum and the difference signals obtained 
in this example both contain .3535 (5 kHz sine wave), 
which originated as a left channel signal and not as a 
center or surround channel signal. 

Now compare the results of this example with those 

30 obtained when the two signals are of the same frequen- 
cy and phase. In this example, A1 has a value of 1 , and 
the coefficient A2 has a value of 0.5. The resulting out- 
puts of left multiplier 31 and right multiplier 32 are equal, 
with a unit amplitude of 1. In this example, the sum of 

35 the signals and the absence of a difference signal are 
expected conditions and accurately represent the infor- 
mation in the signals originally encoded. 

It has been discovered that the distinction between 
these and similar examples resides in the indication {or 

40 absence) of a difference signal. Stated in general terms, 
the difference signal obtained when the spectrum is sum 
signal and left (or right) channel dominant, contains 
some of the left (or right) channel signal. Similarly, the 
sum signal obtained when the spectrum is difference 

45 signal dominant and left (or right) channel dominant con- 
tains some of the left (or right) channel signal. The in- 
vention takes advantage of this property to remove the 
undesired signal from the resulting sum and difference 
signals furnished by sum and difference summers 33 

50 and 34. 

Referring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, there is shown the 
logical arrangement of apparatus for generating a dif- 
ference signal output for sum signal dominance and a 
sum signal output for difference signal dominance. 
55 It is convenient to establish the condition of sum or 
difference signal dominance by deriving the time-aver- 
aged magnitude of each of these signal quantities, and 
the time-averaged magnitude of whichever of the two is 
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greater (herein referred to as X) when [L-R]*[L+R]. 
When [L+R]=[L-R], X is the time-averaged magnitude of 
either [L+R] or [L-R]. Expressing the sum and difference 
magnitudes in terms of X produces the coefficients 
[L+R]/X and [L-R}/X t respectively. For all sum signal 
dominant conditions, the coefficient fl_+R]/X has a value 
of one, and the coefficient [L-R]/X is the ratio of the dif- 
ference signal to sum signal magnitudes. The opposite 
is true for all difference signal dominant conditions. Re- 
arranging these coefficients into a useful form produces: 


A3 = 1 - [L+R]/X, = (X - [UR])/X 


A4-= 1 - [L-RJ/X, = (X - [L-R])/X 

The domains A3 and A4 are from zero to one, in- 
clusive. For all sum signal dominant conditions, the co- 
efficient A3 is zero, and the coefficient A4 is 1 minus the 
ratio of the difference signal magnitude to the sum signal 
magnitude. The opposite is true for all difference signal 
dominant conditions. Both A3 and A4 are zero when 
[L+R] is equal to [L-R]. Multiplying the sum signal and 
difference signal by A3 and A4, respectively, produces 
only some of the difference signal when the spectrum is 
sum signal dominant, and only some of the sum signal 
when the spectrum is difference signal dominant By 
multiplying the resulting output signals by the comple- 
ment of each coefficient A3, A4, undesired signal com- 
ponents may be removed. It is convenient to designate 
these complementary coefficients as A5 and A6. Thus: 

A5 = X/[[L+R]-XJ + e 


A6 = X/[[L-R]-X] + e 

The quantity e is a small quantity added for theoret- 
ical consideration to avoid division by zero. Multiplying 
the sum signal by A3 X A5 and the difference signal by 
A4 X A6 produces only the difference signal (when one 
is present) when the spectrum is sum signal dominant, 
and only the sum signal (when one is present) when the 
spectrum is difference signal dominant. 

FIG. 3A implements this process with input multipli- 
er 36 multiplying the signal on line 35 by coefficient A3 
to provide a first product signal that is multiplied in output 
multiplier 37 by coefficient A5 to provide no output on 
line 38 unless [L-R]>[L+R]. 

Similarly, in FIG. 3B input multiplier 41 multiplies the 
signal on line 34 by a signal related to coefficient A4 to 
provide a first product signal that is multiplied in output 
multiplier 42 by a coefficient signal A6 to provide no out- 
put on line 43 unless [L+R]>[L-R]. 

To remove the undesired signals present in the sum 
and difference signals, LT and RT must be unequal. 


Thus, the invention includes means for disabling signal 
removal when LT=RT. 

Referring to FIG. 4, there is shown a schematic cir- 
cuit diagram of apparatus for generating the left or right 
s dominant control signal. Left and right comparators 44 
and 45 receive signals on inverting inputs 44A and 45A 
representative of the negative magnitude of LT and RT, 
respectively. Resistor R couples the negative Y signal 
on terminal 46 to the noninverting inputs of comparators 
10 44 and 45. The attenuating network formed by these re- 
sistors of value R2 and R lightly attenuate the magnitude 
of the inverted variable signal Y, thereby providing a re- 
liable dead band such that the output of both compara- 
tors 44 and 45 are logical 1 when the magnitudes of LT 
1 $ and RT are equal. 

The output of left comparator 44 is at logical 0 when 
the spectrum is RT dominant. The output of right com- 
parator 45 is at logical 0 when the spectrum is LT dom- 
inant. The outputs of comparators 44 and 45 gate mul- 
20 tipliers (FIG. 5) from full on to cutoff. 

Referring to FIG. 5A, there is shown a block dia- 
gram illustrating the logical arrangement for apparatus 
for generating the sum or difference adjacent channel 
signal. The voltage gain of the multiplier circuitry is re- 
2S sponsive to the comparator circuitry of FIG. 4 such that 
all multipliers have a voltage gain of unity for the condi- 
tion LT and RT are equal. For the condition [LT]>[RT], 
the multipliers connected to the output of comparator 45 
are cutoff leaving the multipliers connected to compara- 
30 tor 44 at a gain of unity The opposite is true for the con- 
dition [RT]>[LT], Subtracting the input of the multipliers 
from the output of the multipliers produces the desired 
signals which are combined with the original sum and 
difference signals to produce modified sum and differ- 
35 ence signals which are free of the left or right channel 
signals. 

Thus, line 38 from FIG. 3A is coupled to the inputs 
of multipliers 51 , 52 and the + input of combiners 53 and 
54, respectively. The outputs of multipliers 51 and 52 
40 are connected to the - input of combiners 53 and 54, 
respectively. The other inputs of multipliers 51 and 52 
are coupled to the outputs of comparators 44 and 45, 
respectively. Thus, combiner 53 produces no output un- 
less both [L]>[R] and [L-R]>[L+R], and combiner 54 pro- 
45 vides no output unless both [R]>[L] and [L-R]>[L+R]. 

Similarly, output 43 from FIG. 3B is coupled to an 
input of multipliers 55 and 56 and the + inputs of com- 
biners 57 and 58, respectively. The outputs of multipliers 
55 and 56 are coupled to the - inputs of combiners 57 
50 and 58 : respectively. The other inputs of multipliers 55 
and 56 are coupled to the outputs of comparators 44 
and 45, respectively. Thus, combiner 57 provides no 
output unless [L]>[R] and [L+R]>[L-R], and combiner 58 
provides no output unless [R]>[L] and [L+R]>[L-R]. 
55 Referring to FIG. 5B, there is shown added to the 
system of FIG. 5A, sum output combiner 61 and differ- 
ence output combiner 62 each having five inputs added 
and subtracted as indicated to provide a modified sum 
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signal on output 63 and a modified difference signal on 
output 64 free of the left or right channel signals. 

Referring to FIG. 5C, there is shown a block dia- 
gram illustrating the logical arrangement of a system for 
removing the adjacent channel signal from the sum and 
difference signals. 

Referring again to FIG. 1 , consider the left transmit- 
ted signal LT and the right transmitted signal RT on lines 

24 and 25, respectively, when the encoded signals are 
applied as arbitrary sine waves to the center and sur- 
round terminals 12 and 14, respectively. Consider the 
center channel signal being 1 unit of a 1 kHz sine wave 
as measured at the outputs 25 and 29. Consider that 
the surround channel signal is 1 unit of a 5 kHz sine 
wave as measured at the output terminals 24 and 25. In 
this example, the magnitude of LT is equal to RT and 
the sum signal magnitude is equal to the difference be- 
tween signal magnitudes. The resulting sum and differ- 
ence signals provided by the system of FIG. 2 accurately 
reflect the original signal that was encoded. 

Now consider signal conditions at the center and 
surround input terminals 12 and 14 resulting in sine 
waves of the same frequency and amplitude on outputs 

25 and 29, such as 1 unit of 1 kHz sine waves. These 
output signals are in phase quadrature, the magnitudes 
of these signals are equal and the magnitude of their 
sum is equal to the magnitude ol their difference. How- 
ever, the sum and difference signal components contain 
some left and right channel information. 

By further processing the sum and difference sig- 
nals according to the invention, the correct amount of 
left and right channel information remains in the trans- 
mitted signals LT and RT after the sum and difference 
signal components (representing the center and sur- 
round signals) have been removed from LT and RT. 

When the two output signals are in phase quadra- 
ture, the encoded signals processed by the decoder 
should appear at all output terminals of the decoder with 
equal amplitude at each output terminal; that is, left, 
right, center and surround. By adding to the left channel 
and right channel signals equal predetermined amounts 
of sum and difference signal, the correct amount ol left 
and right channel information remains in the left and 
right channels. 

Referring to FIG. 6, there is shown a block diagram 
of the circuitry of FIG. 5B with additional components 
added to assure proper decoding when the sine wave 
signals on output terminals 25 and 29 are in phase quad- 
rature and of equal amplitude caused by signals applied 
to the center and surround inputs 1 2 and 1 4, respective- 
ly. Center multiplier 65 has one input coupled to left out- 
put combiner 61 and the other input receives a signal 
related to the ratio of X to the sum of the magnitudes of 
the sum and difference signals to provide a product sig- 
nal that is differentially combined with the output of left 
output combiner 61 to provide a center complement sig- 
nal by combining complement center combiner 66 to 
provide the center complement signal C on line 67 that 


is differentially combined with the signal on line 63 in 
combiner 68 to provide the center signal C on line 71 . 

Similarly, surround multiplier 72 has one input cou- 
pled to the output 64 of right combiner 62 and the other 
s input receives the same signal applied to the other input 
of center multiplier 65 to provide a product signal that is 
differentially combined with the signal on line 64 to com- 
plement surround combiner 73 to provide the surround 
complement signal S on line 74 that is differentially corn- 
to bined with the signal on line 64 in surround combiner 75 
to provide the surround signal S on line 76. 

Consider still another situation wherein the signal 
on output terminal 29 includes 1 unit of 5 kHz sine wave 
and the signal on output terminal 25 includes 1 unit of 1 
is kHz sine wave caused by a left channel signal on line 
11 and right channel signal on right input terminal 13. 
This third situation is indistinguishable from the previous 
two. For a broad spectral band it has been discovered 
that underthese conditions it is desirable to maintain the 
20 relevant relationship of the sum and difference signals 
with respect to each other. Any manipulation of the sum 
and difference signals lor subtracting these signal quan- 
tities from the transmitted LT and RT as the center and 
surround signals will result in a degradation of the sep- 
25 aration from the left channel to the right channel and 
right channel to left channel if the relationship of the sum 
and difference signals (with respect to each other) are 
not carefully controlled according to the invention. 
According to the invention, multipliers 65 and 72 
30 multiply the processed sum and difference signals fur- 
nished by the system of FIG. 5A by the following com- 
mon coefficient signals C and S corresponding to coef- 
ficients A7 and A8 related as follows: 

35 A7 = ( 1 - X/[L+R] + [L-R]) X 1 .41 4 = C 

A8 = (1 - X/[L+R] + [L-R]) X 1.414 = S 

40 

The sum and difference signals at the output of 
center complement combiner 67 and surround comple- 
ment combiner 73 are each added to LT (C + S) and 
are added with and subtracted from RT, (C - S ) which 

45 restores to LT and RT some L and R, respectively. Sim- 
ilarly, some of the resulting signals C and S, are re- 
moved from the sum and difference signals. If [L+R]=[L- 
R], the amount of signals added to LT and RT is 0.707L 
and 0.707R, respectively. 

so When the spectrum of LT and RT is purely in-phase 
monophonic spectral components, no signal is added to 
LT and RT. The same is true when the spectrum at LT 
and RT is purely out-of-phase monophonic compo- 
nents. To complete the basic decoding process, the final 

55 sum and difference signals are multiplied (post matrix) 
by 1.414 for basic adaptive matrix decoding with a sin- 
gular surround channel. Performing the signal process- 
ing in each of the three previous illustrations in individual 
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spectral bands recovers the signals originally encoded. 

There has been described apparatus and tech- 
niques which overcomes a basic limitation of conven- 
tional decoding techniques when attempting to decode 
two adjacent channel signals simultaneously, and in 
particular, removed the center C and surround S com- 
ponents from LT and RT without significant degradation 
of the left/right separation. Furthermore, by processing 
in accordance with the invention in an adequate number 
of spectral bands, the invention accurately decodes the 
encoded signals. ) 

Referring again to FIG. 2 and coefficients A1, A2, 
multiplying the decoded surround channel signal S by 
these coefficients effectively adds directional capability 
to the monaural surround signal S. It is possible to have 
a surround channel signal and a left and right channel 
signal simultaneously. 

Consider encoding a monaural surround and left 
channel signal of equal amplitude as provided at the LT 
and RT terminals 24 and 25, respectively. The LT output 
then contains 1 unit of left channel information, and the 
LT and RT output terminals 24 and 25, respectively, 
each contain 1 unit of surround channel information. 
Since the relative amplitudes of the LT and RT signals 
differ by 6 dB, and the signal on the LT input terminal 24 
is dominant, the coefficient A1 = [LT]/Y is unity, and the 
coefficient A2 = [RTJ/Y is 0.5. The decoded difference 
signal then has a magnitude of 1 unit of surround chan- 
nel information, which, when removed from LT and RT, 
leaves 1 unit of left information in the left channel. 

Referring to FIG. 7, the left and right surround chan- 
nels are respectively LS = S X [L]/Y and RS = S X [R]/Y. 

Recall that the behavior of the coefficients is such 
that for all LT dominant conditions, A1 = [L]/Y is unity 
and A2 = [R]/Y is the ratio of the RT input to LT input 
signals. Thus, a 6 dB difference in input signal levels at 
the input terminals of the decoder produces a 6 dB dif- 
ference in the left and right surround channel signals. 
The invention achieves this result, not by raising the rel- 
ative level of the dominant surround channel, but by de- 
creasing the level of the benign channel. This property 
prevents unnatural increases in surround channel signal 
level that would otherwise occur if the dominant sur- 
round signal level were increased. The resulting sur- 
round channel signals (from the preceding example) are 
1 unit of surround channel information in the left sur- 
round channel, and 0.5 of surround channel information 
in the right surround channel. In FIG. 7, combiner 81 
cumulative combines the sum of the signals from com- 
biners 57 and 58 in FIG. 6 with the surround signal S on 
line 76 of FIG. 6 and combiner82 differentially combines 
these signals. Multipliers 83 and 84 multiply the output 
signals of combiners 81 and 82 with coefficient signals 
A1 and A2, respectively, to provide respective product 
signals differentially combined with the signals from 
combiners 81 and 82, respectively, by combiners 85 and 
86, respectively, to provide the right channel matrix sig- 
nal on line B7 and the left channel matrix signal on line 


88. Multipliers 83 and 84 furnish the left surround output 
and right surround output signals on lines 91 and 92, 
respectively. Center combiner 93 combines the left and 
right surround output signals and the right channel ma- 
5 trix and left channel matrix signals to provide the center 
surround output signal on line 94. 

In the previous illustration, the surround channel 
signal is decidedly dominant. It is advantageous to have 
the left surround channel dominant over the left front 
io channel. By performing the operations 1 - LS = R and 1 
- RS = L, it is possible to remove from the dominant front 
channel the signal which appears as either L or R, and 
thereby improve the separation between the dominant 
front and rear channels. For the previous example, 1 - 
™ LS is 0, and 1 - RS furnishes 0.5 units of surround chan- 
nel signal information. Subtracting this quantity from the 
left front channel signal decreases the left front channel 
signal to 0.5 units of left front channel information and 
effectively places the left rear channel in dominance by 
20 6 dB over the left front channel and right surround chan- 
nel, respectively. The process is symmetrical for a sur- 
round dominant and right channel signal combination. 
The illustration above is the asymptotic condition, (6 dB 
left to right surround channel separation with 6 dB dom- 
inant rear to dominant front channel separation) be- 
cause any additional LT or RT dominance results in a 
diminished surround channel signal. 

The directional capability of the surround channel 
signals is a significant improvement. Still another fea- 
30 ture of the invention improves spatial realism of the left/ 
right surround channels by the modified circuitry shown 
in FIG. 8 and by adding, in matrix fashion, sum signal 
components to the surround channel signal. 

With reference to the coefficient A3, recall that this 
35 coefficient has a value of 0 for all sum signal dominant 
conditions, and is essentially 1 minus the ratio of the 
sum signal to the difference signal for all difference sig- 
nal dominant conditions. In the limit, for a pure difference 
signal condition, there is no sum signal content in the 
*o spectrum. It is thus inconsequential to matrix the sum 
signal with the difference signal then. When the spec- 
trum is sum signal dominant, the output of the multiplier 
is zero, and again, there is no sum signal component to 
matrix with the difference signal component. This prop- 
4 $ erty is highly advantageous because there is no sum 
signal matrix with the difference signal when the signals 
LT and RT are primarily monaural or dialog dominant 
typically occurring for voices originating from the stream 
of a video display. As the spectrum becomes difference 
50 signal dominant, there is less sum signal content, and it 
is advantageous to matrix increasing amounts of sum 
signal spectrum with the increasing dominant difference 
signal spectrum. In FIG. 8, multipliers 101 and 102 mul- 
tiply the LT and RT signals respectively by the coefficient 
55 signals A2 and A1 , respectively, to provide product sig- 
nals differentially combined by combiners 103 and 104, 
respectively, with the LT and RT signals, respectively, to 
provide the squeeze left to center and squeeze right to 
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center signals respectively on lines 105 and 106, re- 
spectively, through potentiometers 107 and 108, re- 
spectively. 

Combiner 111 cumulatively combines the product 
signals provided by multipliers 101 and 102, and com- 
biner 112 differentially combines these signals to pro- 
vide the indicated output signals. 

Combiner 113 cumulative combines the center 
channel signal on line 71 with the squeeze left to center 
and squeeze right to center on lines 105 and 106, re- 
spectively, to provide the center channel output signal 
on line 114. 

The left and right surround channels are out-of- 
phase. If A1 equals A2, the matrix sum signal appears 
common mode at the output of the left and right surround 
outputs on lines 91 and 92 when the lelt and right sur- 
round channels are subtracted from each other. This 
property is an advantageous characteristic of the center 
surround channel because the signal is predominantly 
monaural and unique relative to the left and right sur- 
round channels. The circuit arrangement maintains the 
output amplitude of the center surround channel always 
equal to the output amplitude of the lesser surround 
channel signal (left or right). The output amplitude of the 
center surround channel signal is equal in amplitude to 
the left and right surround channel signals when A1 
equals A2. In the limit, the output of the center surround 
channel is zero for an exclusive LT or RT signal input 
although there is no surround channel signal for either 
of these conditions. 

These considerations make the derived center sur- 
round channel according to the invention very suitable 
for use with 5.1 channel discrete source material. The 
original 5.1 channels are matrixed as indicated in the 
block diagram of FIG. 9 to form the transmitted signals 
LT and RT and may be applied to the decoding circuitry. 
When the decoder circuitry is used to decode these sig- 
nals, only the center surround channel and derived bass 
signals are used as actual output signals from the de- 
coder. The originating left, right, center, left surround 
and right surround signals are used in place of the output 
signals from the matrix decoder, augmented by the cent- 
er surround channel signal and the bass signal outputs 
of the decoder. 

In FIG. 9, left input combiner 11 5 cumulatively com- 
bines the left signai : the left surround signal, 0.707 of 
the low frequency effects (LFE) signal and 0.707 of the 
center channel signal to provide Ihe lefl transmitted sig- 
nal LT on line 123. Right signal combiner 122 cumula- 
tively combines the right signal, 0.707 of the center 
channel signal, 0.707 of the LFE signal and differentially 
combines the sum of these signals with the right sur- 
round channel signal to provide the right transmitted sig- 
nal RT on line 1 24. 

Referring to FIG. 1 0, there is shown a block diagram 
illustrating the logical arrangement of a modified matrix 
encoder with split surround channels. Surround input 
combiner 131 cumulatively combines the left surround 


and right surround signals LS and RS to provide a sum 
signal that is applied to multipliers 132 and 133 multi- 
plied by the ratio of the time-averaged magnitudes of 
the left and right surround signals, respectively, to the 

s sum of these time-averaged magnitudes to provide 
product signals that are differentially combined by com- 
biner 134. Combiner 135 cumulatively combines .33 of 
the output signal of combiner 134 with the signal from 
combiner 131, and combiner 136 differentially 

io combines .33 of the output signal of combiner 1 34 with 
the signal from combiner 1 31 . Left output combiner 1 37 
cumulatively combines the left channel signal, the out- 

' put signal of combiner 1 35, 0.707 of the LFE signal and 
0.707 of the center channel signal to provide the left 

*5 transmitted signal LT on line 1 38. Combiner 1 39 cumu- 
latively combines 0.707, the center channel signal, 
0.707 of the LFE signal, and the right channel signal dif- 
ferentially with the output of combiner 1 36 to provide the 
right transmitted signal RT on line 140. 

20 Referring to FIG. 11, there is shown a broadband 
block decoder according to the invention that includes 
an assembly of apparatus described above. Corre- 
sponding elements in FIG. 11 and the other figures are 
identified by corresponding reference symbols. The ad- 

25 ditional components not described above furnish the 
bass signal on line 141 at the output of combiner 142. 
Combiner 142 cumulatively combines the decoded left, 
right and center channel signals with the output of com- 
biner 143 that differentially combines the output of mul- 

30 tiplier 1 44 with the product signal furnished by multiplier 
145 that multiplies the latter product signal with the sig- 
nal indicating that the magnitude of the right channel sig- 
nal is greater than that of the left channel signal. Multi- 
plier 144 provides a product signal that is the product of 

35 the coefficient A3 signal with the output of combining 
network 112 (see FIG. 8). 

Left output combiner 1 52 diff erentially<:ombines the 
left squeeze signal from the arm of potentiometer 107, 
cumulatively combines the LT signal, the signal from 

40 multipliers 52 and 56, differentially combines the signals 
from combiner 66 and 63 and center surround output 
combiner 152 to provide the L signal on output 152. 
Right output combiner 154 differentially combines the 
right squeeze signal from the arm of potentiometer 108, 

45 cumulatively combines the RT signal, differentially com- 
bines the outputs of multiplier 55 and combiners 63 and 
66 and cumulatively combines the outputs of multiplier 
51 , combiner 62, combiner 66 and center surround out- 
put combiner 152 to provide the right output signal on 

so fine 155. 

Left input surround combiner 161 cumulatively 
combines the signals from combiner 75 and multiplier 
37 to provide a sum signal that is multiplied by the co- 
efficient Al in multiplier 162 and differentially combined 

55 in left output combiner 1 63 with the output product signal 
from multiplier 162 to provide a left surround sum signal 
that is differentially combined in center surround output 
combiner 1 52. The output of multiplier 1 62 is the left sur- 
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round signal LS on line 164. 

Right input surround combiner 165 differentially 
combines the signal from multiplier 37 with the signal 
from combiner 75 to provide a difference signal that is 
multiplied by the factor A2 in multiplier 166 and differen- 
tially combined with the output of multiplier 166 that is 
the right surround signal RS on line 167 in right surround 
output combiner 168 to provide a difference signal that 
cumulatively combined in center surround output com- 
biner 1 52 that also differentially combines the right sur- 
round signal and cumulatively combines the left sur- 
round signal on lines 167 and 164, respectively to fur- 
nish the center surround signal as an output on line 1 68. 

Referring to FIG. 8, for all signal conditions where 
the time averaged magnitude of LT is equal to the time 
averaged magnitude of RT, the coefficients A1 and A2 
are equal and have a value of unity. Thus, LT X 1 - A2 
= 0andRTX1 - A1 = 0. 

It follows that there is no squeezable contribution of 
the left total input signal or right total input signal to the 
decoded center channel output, and that there is no cor- 
responding reduction in the decoded left or right channel 
output signals However, when the time averaged mag- 
nitude of LT is greater than the time averaged magnitude 
of RT, such as occurs with the signal present in LT ex- 
clusively, the resulting signals: LT X (1 - A2) = LT and 
RT X (1 - A1) = 0 are produced. For all LT dominant 
conditions, the expression RT X (1 - A1) is always 0. 
The opposite is true for all RT dominant conditions 

The outputs of the multiplier cells are fed to inde- 
pendently variable or ganged variable resistors, such as 
107 and 108. The variable resistors facilitate adjusting 
the relative amount of exclusive left/right total input sig- 
nal information for subtraction from the decoded left and 
right channel output signals and added to the decoded 
center channel output signal. For example, placing 
equal amounts of left channel information in the center 
and left channel loudspeakers produces a virtual loud- 
speaker midway between the center and left channel 
loudspeakers, thereby placing the exclusive left channel 
apparent speaker location closer to the video display de- 
vice. Varying the relative amount of exclusive left chan- 
nel information removed from the decoded left output 
channel and added to the decoded center channel out- 
put channel serves to vary the apparent location of the 
virtual loudspeaker. The same condition exists for the 
exclusive right channel information. In this way, it is pos- 
sible to place the virtual loudspeakers closer to the dis- 
play device, such as a television screen, and thus main- 
tain a reasonable relationship between the visual and 
acoustic images. This technique is advantageous for 
home theater applications where the left and right chan- 
nel loudspeakers are placed typically well to the left and 
right of an attending display device and may be asym- 
metrically placed with respect to the display device. 

Returning to FIG. 11, the bass channel output signal 
is the sum of the decoded left channel, right channel and 
center channel output signals. In addition, the norma I- 
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ized difference signal obtained from the output of the 
system of FIG 2 is applied as one input of a multiplier 
who second input is the coefficient A3. Thus, 

(LT X [R]/Y - RT X [L]/Y) x X - [L+RJ/X 

produces an output signal only when the time averaged 
magnitude of the normalized sum signal is less than that 
of the normalized difference signal. Under these condi- 
tions, the spectrum would contain a dominant surround 
channel signal, and it is desirable to reproduce a bass 
signal which contains the dominant surround channel 
signal. The resulting signal obtained under these condi- 
tions, however, is further processed prior to adding it to 
the sum of the decoded left right and center channel 
output signals if the spectrum is simultaneously differ- 
ence signal dominant and left or right channel dominant. 
When the spectrum is difference signal dominant and 
left channel dominant, the processed difference signal 
is taken as shown in FIG. 11 and added directly to the 
decoded left, right and center channel output signals. 
When the spectrum is difference signal dominant and 
right channel dominant, the processed difference signal 
is inverted and added to the decoded left, right and cent- 
er channel output signals. This arrangement excludes 
destructive summation of the processed difference sig- 
nal with the decoded (dominant) right channel output 
signal, and permits reproducing the surround dominant 
bass signal in the presence of the dominant left or right 
channel output signal. 

Referring to FIG. 12, there is shown a modification 
of the broadband block decoder according to the inven- 
tion shown in FIG. 11 that includes modifications at the 
input end that avoids sound image collapse to the center 
under certain conditions that might occur with the em- 
bodiment of FIG. 1 1 . This circuitry includes left and right 
multipliers 10V and 102' for providing a product signal 
to potentiometers 107 and 108, respectively represent- 
ative of the product of the left transmitted signal LT with 
coefficient signal A9 and the product of the right trans- 
mitted signal RT with the coefficient signal A1 0, respec- 
tively. The circuitry also includes left signal combiner 
103' for cumulatively combining the left and right trans- 
mitted signals LT and RT and subtractively combining 
the product signals at the outputs of multipliers 10V and 
102' to provide a signal representative of the magnitude 
of the sum of the left and right transmitted signals to mul- 
tiplier 35 and representative of the magnitude of the dif- 
ference therebetween to multiplier 41 . 

The coefficient signals A9 and A10 are defined as 
follows: 


A9=(Y-\R\)/Y 


A10=(Y-\L\)/Y 
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An advantage of this arrangement is that the appar- 
ent location of the sound image is initially on the center 
surround axis that extends between the rear and front 
of the listening area as distinguished from being on the 
left-right axis at the front of the listening area. A sudden 
change in the position of the sound image is significantly 
less distracting to the listener than an initial sound image 
on the left-right axis. 

Referring to FIG. 13, there is shown another em- 
bodiment of the invention representing a modification of 
the system of FIG. 12 constructed and arranged to cou- 
ple the transmitted signals LT and RT to respective mul- 
tipliers 101 A . . . 101Nand102A. . . 1 02 N, respectively, 
through filters 201 A . . 201 N and 202A . . . 202N : re- 
spectively, the filters embracing contiguous frequency 
bands in the audio frequency range to transmit corre- 
sponding spectral components of the left and right trans- 
mitted signals LT and RT. The other input of each of 
these multipliers receive a coefficient signal A21 . . . 
A2N and A11 . . . A1 N, respectively. The output product 
signals of multipliers 101 A. . . 101N energize left com- 
biner 111' to cumulatively combine these signals. The 
output product signals of multipliers 102A . . . 102N en- 
ergize respective inputs of right combiner 11 2' to cumu- 
latively combine these signals. The output of left signal 
combiner 111' energizes one input of signal combiner 
4 1 * that differentially combines this signal with the output 
of right combiner 1 1 2' to provide an output signal to mul- 
tiplier 42. This signal also energizes one input of com- 
biner 35' whose other input receives the signal from right 
combiner 112' to cumulatively combine these signals 
and furnish them to multiplier 37. 

This embodiment of the invention also includes cir- 
cuitry constructed and arranged to include a signal rep- 
resentative of the left output signal on line 153 forming 
the left surround signal on line 1 64 coupled through sig- 
nal combiner 204 which cumulatively combines the 
product signal from left surround output multiplier 203 
with the product output signal of multiplier 162. Left sur- 
round multiplier 203 furnishes a product signal related 
to the product of the left output signal on line 153 with 
the (IL-RI)/X coefficient signal at the other input. Simi- 
larly, there is circuitry constructed and arranged to in- 
clude in the right surround signal on line 167 a compo- 
nent related to the right output signal on line 155 provid- 
ed by output right surround multiplier 205 providing a 
product signal related to the product of the right output 
signal on line 155 with a (IL-RI)/X coefficient signal to 
provide a product signal cumulatively combined with the 
output of multiplier 166 in combiner 206. Injecting right 
signal and left signal into right surround and left sur- 
round signal enhances the stereo image perceived by 
a listener. 

Referring to FIG. 14, there is shown an alternative 
arrangement for providing a bass output signal on line 
141'. A left input combiner 211 cumulatively combines 
the left transmitted signal LT and the right transmitted 
signal RT to provide a left combined signal multiplied by 


an A11 coefficient signal to provide a left product signal 
by multiplier 212. 

Right combiner 213 differentially combines tho icti 
transmitted signal LT with the right transmitted signni RT 
5 to provide a right combined signal that is multiplied by 
the A1 2 coefficient signal in first multiplier 21 4 to provide 
a first product signal that is multiplied by the A1 3 co» i 
ficient signal in second multiplier 215 to provide a so: 
ond product signal that is cumulatively combined wiih 
io the product signal provided by multiplier 21 2 to piovidc 
a sum signal that is multiplied by the A1 4 coeff icicni w 
nal in bass output multiplier 21 6 to provide the bass ou 
put signal on line 141'. 

The A11 coefficient signal = 

15 

{10([ITH]-X)}+[I7ff]/X 

The A1 2 coefficient signal = 1 - A11. 
20 The A1 3 coefficient signals is a user selection u es- 
tablish the surround bass volume to provide in von ncje 
gain of 1 to 3 corresponding to a range in loudness ot 0 
to 10 db, 3 usually preferred. 

The A1 4 coefficient = 

25 

J\LT\ 2 +\M\ 2 IX 
which is approximately equal to 

30 

/ + [V-{([FT]-[fl71)x0.5}]/X 

The circuitry is constructed and arranged so tt * *i 

35 there is a vector combination of bass components H the 
phase angle between surround and main bass compo- 
nents is less than 90°, these components arc curuiU- 
tively combined. If the phase angle is greater ih,m 
these components are differentially combined 

40 Referring to FIG. 15, there is shown the togic.ii ar- 
rangement of another decoding system according to tho 
invention having advantageous properties in a sybtcn 
that provides left, center and right output signals ^na -i 
monophonic surround output signal. Center signal con 

45 biner 21V cumulatively combines the left irnnsmiiiixj 
signal LT with the right transmitted signal RT to piovkj.: 
an output signal to one input of center combinei 21 3 M 
differential combining with the left and right outpu: t,» i 
nals, respectively, from left signal combiner 221 .n.u 

so right signal combiner 222, respectively 

The left transmitted signal also energizes one mpui 
of left multiplier 21 2' energized by the A1 cocHicicni o»q 
nal to provide a left product signal that is diffoionUiiiy 
combined with the left transmitted signal by loll ojiput 

ss combiner 221 to provide the left output signal 

Right input combiner 213' differentially enmhmps 
the left transmitted signal LTand right transmitlod sirjnii 
RT to provide an output signal that is applied to one input 


17 


EP 0 858 243 A2 


18 


of surround output combiner 224 for cumulative combi- 
nation with the right output signal provided by right out- 
put combiner 222 and differential combination with the 
output of left output combiner 221 to provide the sur- 
round output signal. 

The right transmitted signal also energizes one in- 
put of right multiplier 214' for multiplication by the A2 
coefficient signal applied to the other input to provide a 
right product signal that is differentially combined with 
the right transmitted signal in right output combiner 222 
to provide the right output signal 

The following table indicates the values of X and Y 
for the indicated conditions determined by the magni- 
tude detectors that compare the magnitudes of L and R 
and the magnitudes of L+R and L-R. 

X = [L+R] for [L+R] > [L-R] 
X = [L-R] for [L+R] < [L-R] 


X= [L+R] for [L+R] = [L-R] 

Y = [IL]for[L]>[RJ 

Y = [IR] for [L]<[R] 

Y = [IL]for[L] = [RJ 

Referring to FIG. 16, there is shown another em- 
bodiment of a decoder according to the invention rela- 
tively free Irom complexity that provides a stereo sur- 
round signal. This embodiment is a modification of the 
embodiment of FIG. 16 and includes additional ele- 
ments to provide the right and left surround output. The 
output of left output combiner 221 is delivered to one 
input of left output multiplier 231 whose other input re- 
ceives the A3 coefficient signal to provide the left output 
signal that is differentially combined with the output of 
left output combiner 221 in left input surround combiner 
233 to provide a product signal that is cumulatively com- 
bined with the output of surround output combiner 224' 
by right surround output combiner 235 to provide the 
right surround output signal. 

The output of right output combiner 232 energizes 
one input of right output multiplier 232 energized at its 
other input by the A3 coefficient signal to provide the 
right output signal that is differentially combined with the 
output of right output combiner 222 in right input sur- 
round combiner 234 to provide a signal that is differen- 
tially combined with the output of right surround output 
combiner 224' to provide the left surround output. 

Referring to FIG. 1 7, there is shown a block diagram 


illustrating the logical arrangement of a multiple axis de- 
coding system that uses a number of stereo decoders, 
each of which may be a conventional stereo decoder or 
a decoder described above capable of responding to a 

s left transmitted signal Lt and a right transmitted signal 
Rt typically having a L left signal output a C center signal 
output, a R right signal output with the first also having 
at least an S surround signal output to provide a left out- 
put signal, a right output signal, a center output signal, 

io a left surround output signal, a center surround output 
signal, a right surround output signal, a left side sur- 
round output output and a right side surround output sig- 
• nal. 

Input decoder 301 receives the left transmitted sig- 

75 nal Lt on line 24 and the right transmitted signal Rt on 
line 25 and provides on its L output 301 L a signal that 
is applied to the Lt input 302Lt of left decoder 302 and 
on its right output 301 R a signal delivered to the Rt input 
303Rt of right decoder 303. 

20 input decoder 301 provides on the surround S out- 
put 301 S a signal that is delivered to the Rt input 302Rt 
of left decoder 302 and to the Lt input 303Lt of right de- 
coder 303 and provides the center output signal on its 
C output 301 C. 

2S Left decoder 302 provides the left output signal on 
its L output 302L, the left side surround output signal 
LS S on its C output 302C and a signal on its R output 
302R that is delivered to the Lt input 304Lt of surround 
output decoder 304 that provides the left surround out- 

30 put signal Ls on the L output 304L. 

Right decoder 303 provides the right output signal 
on the L output 303L, the right side surround output sig- 
nal RS S on the C output 303C and a signal on the R 
output 303R delivered to the Rt input 304Rt of surround 

35 decoder 304 that provides the right surround output sig- 
nal Rs on its R output 304R and the center surround 
output signal Cs on its C output 304C. 

Referring to FIG. 18, there is shown a table helpful 
in understanding the signals from and to the four decod- 

40 ers. It is convenient to identify the input decoder 301 as 
decoder 1 , the left decoder 302 as decoder 2, the right 
decoder 303 as decoder 3 and the surround decoder 
304 as decoder 4. Designating the two inputs of each 
decoder as Lt in and Rt in and the outputs of each de- 

45 coder as L out, R out, C out and S out, the table shows 
the signals at each of these terminals that results in fur- 
nishing left, center and right output signals L, C and R, 
respectively, normally reproduced by left front, center 
front and right front speakers, left and right side sur- 

50 round output signals LS S and RS S signals, respectively, 
normally reproduced by left and right side speakers, re- 
spectively, and left surround, center surround and right 
surround output signals, Ls, Cs and Rs, respectively 
normally reproduced by left, center and right rear speak- 

55 ers, respectively. 

Other embodiments are within the claims. 
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Claims 

1. Surround sound encoding apparatus comprising, 

a source of at least left, right, center, left sur- $ 
round, right surround and low frequency effect 
(LFE) signals, 

a left combiner having a left input for receiving 
said left signal, a left surround input for receiv- 
ing said left surround signal, a left LFE input for 10 
receiving substantially 0.707 of said LFE sig- 
nal, and a left center input for receiving sub- 
stantially 0.707 of said center signal and an out- 
put for providing a left transmitted signal repre- 
sentative of the cumulative combination of the *5 
signals on said left, left surround, left LFE and 
left center inputs, 

and a right combiner having a right input for re- 
ceiving said right signal, a right surround input 
for receiving said right surround signal, a right 20 
LFE input for receiving substantially 0.707 of 
said LFE signal, and a right center input for re- 
ceiving substantially 0.707 of said center signal 
and an output for providing a right transmitted 
signaL representative of the cumulative combi- 2s 
nation of the signals on said right, right LFE and 
right center inputs differentially combined with 
the signal on said right surround input. 

2. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 and further 30 
comprising a decoder having a left combined input 
and a right combined input, 

at least a left signal output, right signal output, 
center signal output, left surround output, right 35 
surround output and a bass output, 
a plurality of algebraic signal combiners inter- 
coupling said left combined input and said right 
combined input and said left, right, center, left 
surround, right surround and bass outputs con- 40 
structed and arranged to provide a left signal 
on said left output representative of a lelt chan- 
nel signal component in the signal on said left 
combined signal input, 

a right signal on said right output terminal rep- 
resentative of a right channel component in a 
signal on said right combined input, 
a center signal on said center output represent- 
ative of center signal components of signals on 
said left combined signal input and said right so 
combined signal input, 

a left surround signal on said left surround out- 
put representative of a left surround component 
in a signal on said left combined input, 
a right surround signal on said right surround ss 
output representative of a right surround com- 
ponent in a signal on said right combined input, 
and a bass signal on said bass output terminal 


representative of bass spectral components in 
signals on said left combined input and said 
right combined input. 

3. Apparatus in accordance with claim 2 and further 
comprising a center surround output coupled to said 
left combined input and said right combined input 
by a plurality of said algebraic combiners construct- 
ed and arranged to provide a center surround signal 
on said center surround output representative of a 
center surround signal component in the signals on 
said left combined input and said right combined in- 
put. 

4. Apparatus in accordance with claim 2 wherein said 
decoder includes, 

a left normalizing multiplier having a first input 
coupled to said left combined input and a sec- 
ond input for receiving a signal related to the 
ratio of the magnitude of the signal on said right 
combined input to a common signal for provid- 
ing a lelt normalized product signal related to 
the product of the signals on said first and sec- 
ond inputs, 

a right normalizing multiplier having a first input 
coupled to said right combined input and a sec- 
ond input for receiving a signal related to the 
ratio of the magnitude of the signal on said left 
combined input to said common signal for pro- 
viding a right normalizing product signal at its 
output related to the product of the signals on 
the latter first and second inputs, 
a left normalizing combiner having a first input 
coupled to the output of said left normalizing 
multiplier and a second input coupled to theout- 
put of said right normalizing multiplier con- 
structed and arranged to cumulatively combine 
the signals on said left normalizing multiplier 
output and said right normalizing multiplier out- 
put to provide a first normalized signal at its out- 
put, 

a right signal combiner having a first input cou- 
pled to the output of said left normalizing mul- 
tiplier and a second input coupled to the output 
of said right normalizing multiplier for differen- 
tially combining the signals on its first and sec- 
ond inputs to provide at its output a second nor- 
malizing signal. 

5. Apparatus in accordance with claim 4 wherein said 
decoder further includes, 

apparatus lor providing a difference signal out- 
put for sum signal dominance and a sum signal 
output for difference signal dominance com- 
prising, 

an L+R input coupled 4o the output of said left 
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normalizing signal combiner, 
a first L+R multiplier having said L+R input as 
a first input and a second input for receiving a 
signal related to the difference between a sec- 
ond common signal and the ratio of the signal s 
on said L+R input to said second common sig- 
nal to provide an intermediate L+R signal at its 
output representative of the product of the sig- 
nals on its first and second inputs, 
a second L+R multiplier having a first input cou- io 
pled to the output of said first L+R multiplier and 
a second input for receiving a signal related to 
the ratio of said second common signal to the 
difference between said second common sig- 
nal and the signal on said L+R input to provide is 
an L+R signal only when L-R is greater than 
L+R, 

a first L-R multiplier having a first input coupled 
to the output of said right normalizing signal 
combiner and a second input for receiving a sig- 20 
nal related to the difference between said sec- 
ond common signal and the ratio of an L-R sig- 
nal to said second common signal for providing 
a product signal at its output representative of 
the product of the signals on its first and second 25 
inputs, 

and a second L-R multiplier having a first input 
coupled to the output of said first L-R multiplier 
and a second input for receiving a signal related 
to the ratio of said second common signal to the 30 
difference between said second common sig- 
nal and said L-R signal to provide as an output 
an L-R signal only if said L+R is greater than 
said L-R signal. 

35 

6. Apparatus in accordance with claim 2 wherein said 
decoder further includes, 

a left operational amplifier having an inverting 
input for receiving a signal related to the mag- 40 
nitude of the signal on said left combined input 
and a noninverting input for receiving a signal 
related to said first common signal for providing 
at its output zero signal when the magnitude of 
R is greater than the magnitude of L, 45 
and a right operational amplifier having an in- 
verting input for receiving a signal representa- 
tive ol the magnitude of the signal on said right 
combined input and a noninverting input for re- 
ceiving a signal related to said first common sig- so 
nal for providing at its output zero signal when 
the magnitude of L is greater than the magni- 
tude of R. 

7. Apparatus in accordance with claim 6 wherein said ss 
decoder further includes logical apparatus respon- 
sive to relative magnitudes of L and R and relative 
magnitudes of L+R and L-R for selectively providing 


output signals comprising, 

an L+R input coupled to the output of said sec- 
ond L+R multiplier, 

a first adjacent channel multiplier having a first 
input coupled to said L+R input and a second 
input coupled to the output of said left opera- 
tional amplifier for providing at its output the 
product of the signals on its first input and its 
second input, 

a first adjacent channel signal combiner having 
a first input coupled to the output of said first 
adjacent channel multiplier and a second input 
coupled to said L+R input for differentially com- 
bining the signals on its first and second inputs 
to provide an output only when the magnitude 
of L is greater than the magnitude of R and the 
magnitude of L-R is greater than the magnitude 
of L+R, 

a second adjacent channel signal multiplier 
having a first input coupled to said L+R input 
and a second input coupled to the output of said 
first operational amplifier, 
a second adjacent channel signal combiner 
having a first input coupled to the output of said 
second adjacent channel multiplier and a sec- 
ond input coupled to said L-R input for differen- 
tially combining the signals on its first and sec- 
ond inputs to provide on its output a signal only 
if the magnitude of R is greater than the mag- 
nitude of L and the magnitude of L-R is greater 
than the magnitude of L+R, 
a L-R input coupled to the output of said second 
L-R multiplier, 

a third adjacent channel multiplier having a first 
input coupled to said L-R input and a second 
input coupled to the output of said right opera- 
tional amplifier for providing at its output a prod- 
uct signal related to the product of the signals 
on its first and second inputs, 
a third adjacent channel combiner having a first 
input coupled to the output of said third adja- 
cent channel multiplier and a second input cou- 
pled to said L-R input for providing an output 
only if the magnitude of L is greater than the 
magnitude of R and the magnitude of L+R is 
greater than the magnitude of L-R, 
a fourth adjacent channel multiplier having a 
first input coupled to said L-R input and a sec- 
ond input coupled to the output of said left com- 
parator for providing on its output a product sig- 
nal representative of the product of the signals 
on its first and second inputs, 
and a fourth adjacent channel combiner having 
a first input coupled to the output of said fourth 
adjacent channel multiplier and a second input 
coupled to said L-R input for differentially com- 
bining the signals on its first and second inputs 
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to provide an output only if the magnitude of R 
is greater than the magnitude of L and the mag- 
nitude of L+R is greater than the magnitude of 
L-R. 

5 

8. Apparatus in accordance with claim 7 wherein said 
decoder further includes apparatus for removing 
the adjacent channel signal from the sum and dif- 
ference signals including, 

■ .\ 

an L+R removal combiner having a first input 
coupled to the output of said fourth adjacent 
channel combiner, 

a second input coupled to the output of said 
third adjacent channel combiner, 75 
a third input coupled to the output of said sec- 
ond adjacent channel combiner, 
a fourth input coupled to the output of said first 
adjacent channel combiner and a fifth input ar- 
ranged to receive a signal related to the sum of 20 
L times the ratio of the magnitude of R to said 
first common signal with the product of R times 
the ratio of the magnitude of L to said first com- 
mon signal constructed and arranged to pro- 
vide L+R at its output, 25 
and a L-R combiner having a first input coupled 
to the output of said fourth adjacent channel 
combiner, 

a second input coupled to the output of said 
third adjacent channel combiner, 30 
a third input coupled to the output of said sec- 
ond adjacent channel combiner, 
a fourth input coupled to the output of said first 
adjacent channel combiner, 
and a fifth input for receiving a signal related to 35 
the difference between L times the ratio of the 
magnitude of R to said first common signal and 
R limes the ratio of the magnitude of L to said 
first common signal constructed and arranged 
to provide at its output L-R. 40 

9. Apparatus in accordance with claim 8 wherein said 
decoder further includes, 

apparatus for normalizing the matrix for quad- 45 
rature encoded signals comprising, 
a center multiplier having a first input coupled 
to the output of said L+R combiner and a sec- 
ond input arranged to receive a signal related 
to the ratio of said second common signal to the so 
sum of the magnitude of L+R added to the mag- 
nitude of L-R to provide a product signal on its 
output representative of the signals on its first 
and second inputs, 

a first center combiner having a first input cou- 55 
pled to the output of said first center multiplier 
and a second input coupled to the first input of 
said center multiplier for differentially combin- 


ing the signals on its first and second inputs to 
provide as an output a center complement sig- 
nal, 

a second center signal combiner having a first 
input coupled to the output of said first center 
combiner and a second input coupled to the 
second input of said first center combiner for 
differentially combining the signals on its first 
and second inputs to provide a center signal, 
a surround multiplier having a first input cou- 
pled to the output of said L-R signal combiner 
and a second input for receiving a signal rep- 
resentative of the ratio of said second common 
signal to the magnitude of L+R added to the 
magnitude of L-R to provide a product signal at 
its output representative of the signals on its 
first and second inputs, 

a first surround combiner having a first input 
coupled to the output of said surround multiplier 
and a second input coupled to the first input of 
the surround multiplier for differentially combin- 
ing the signals on its first and second inputs to 
provide a surround complement signal on its 
output, 

and a second surround combiner having a first 
input coupled to the output of said first surround 
combiner and a second input coupled to the 
second input of said first surround combiner for 
differentially combining the signals on the its 
first and second inputs to provide as an output 
signal on its output a surround signal 

10. Surround sound decoding apparatus comprising, 

a left combined input and a right combined in- 
put, 

at least a left signal output, right signal output, 
center signal output, left surround output, right 
surround output and a bass output, 
a plurality of algebraic signal combiners inter- 
coupling said left combined input and said right 
combined input and said left, right, center, left 
surround, right surround and bass outputs con- 
structed and arranged to provide a left signal 
on said left output representative of a left chan- 
nel signal component in the signal on said left 
combined signal input, 

a right signal on said right output terminal rep- 
resentative of a right channel component in a 
signal on said right combined input, 
a center signal on said center output represent- 
ative of center signal components of signals on 
said left combined signal input and said right 
combined signal input, 

a left surround signal on said left surround out- 
put representative of a left surround component 
in a signal on said left combined input, 
a right surround signal on said right surround 
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output representative of a right surround com- 
ponent in a signal on said right combined input, 
and a bass signal on said bass output terminal 
representative of bass spectral components in 
signals on said left combined input and said 
right combined input. 

11. Apparatus in accordance with claim 10 and further 
comprising a center surround output coupled to said 
left combined input and said right combined input 
by a plurality of said algebraic combiners construct- 
ed and arranged to provide a center surround signal 
on said center surround output representative of a 
center surround signal component in the signals on 
said left combined input and said right combined in- 
put. 

1 2. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 0 wherein said 
apparatus includes, 

a left normalizing multiplier having a first input 
coupled to said left combined input and a sec- 
ond input for receiving a signal related to the 
ratio of the magnitude of the signal on said right 
combined input to a common signal for provid- 
ing a left normalized product signal related to 
the product of the signals on said first and sec- 
ond inputs, 

a right normalizing multiplier having a first input 
coupled to said right combined input and a sec- 
ond input for receiving a signal related to the 
ratio of the magnitude of the signal on said left 
combined input to said common signal for pro- 
viding a right normalizing product signal at its 
output related to the product of the signals on 
the latter first and second inputs, 
a left normalizing combiner having a first input 
coupled to the output of said left normalizing 
multiplier and a second input coupled to the out- 
put of said right normalizing multiplier con- 
structed and arranged to cumulatively combine 
the signals on said left normalizing multiplier 
output and said right normalizing multiplier out- 
put to provide a first normalized signal at its out- 
put, 

a right signal combiner having a first input cou- 
pled to the output of said left normalizing mul- 
tiplier and a second input coupled to the output 
of said right normalizing multiplier for differen- 
tially combining the signals on its first and sec- 
ond inputs to provide at its output a second nor- 
malizing signal. 


10 


15 


output for difference signal dominance com- 
prising, 

an L+R input coupled to the output of said left 
normalizing signal combiner, 
a first L+R multiplier having said L+R input as 
a first input and a second input for receiving a 
signal related to the difference between a sec- 
ond common signal and the ratio of the signal 
on said L+R input to said second common sig- 
nal to provide an intermediate L+R signal at its 
output representative of the product of the sig- 
nals on its first and second inputs, 
a second L+R multiplier having a first input cou- 
pled to the output of said first L+R multiplier and 
a second input for receiving a signal related to 
the ratio of said second common signal to the 
difference between said second common sig- 
nal and the signal on said L+R input to provide 
an L+R signal only when L-R is greater than 
20 L+R, 

a first L-R multiplier having a first input coupled 
to the output of said right normalizing signal 
combiner and a second input for receiving a sig- 
nal related to the difference between said sec- 
ond common signal and the ratio of an L-R sig- 
nal to said second common signal for providing 
a product signal at its output representative of 
the product of the signals on its first and second 
inputs, 

and a second L-R multiplier having a first input 
coupled to the output of said first L-R multiplier 
and a second input for receiving a signal related 
to the ratio of said second common signal to the 
difference between said second common sig- 
nal and said L-R signal to provide as an output 
an L-R signal only if said L+R is greater than 
said L-R signal. 
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1 3. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 2 wherein said 
apparatus further includes, 

apparatus for providing a difference signal out- 
put for sum signal dominance and a sum signal 


55 


14. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 3 wherein said 
apparatus further includes, 

a left operational amplifier having an inverting 
input for receiving a signal related to the mag- 
nitude of the signal on said left combined input 
and a noninverting input for receiving a signal 
related to said first common signal for providing 
at its output zero signal when the magnitude of 
R is greater than the magnitude or L, 
and a right operational amplifier having an in- 
verting input for receiving a signal representa- 
tive of the magnitude of the signal on said right 
combined input and a noninverting input for re- 
ceiving a signal related to said first common sig- 
nal for providing at its output zero signal when 
the magnitude of L is greater than the magni- 
tude of R. 

15. Apparatus in accordance with claim 14 wherein said 
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apparatus further includes logical apparatus re- 
sponsive to relative magnitudes of L and R and rel- 
ative magnitudes of L+R and L-R for selectively pro- 
viding output signals comprising, 

5 

an L+R input coupled to the output of said sec- 
ond L+R multiplier, 

a first adjacent channel multiplier having a first 
input coupled to said L+R input and a second 
input coupled to the output of said left opera- to 
tional amplifier for providing at its output the 
product of the signals on its first input and its 
second input, 

a first adjacent channel signal combiner having 
a first input coupled to the output of said first is 
adjacent channel multiplier and a second input 
coupled to said L+R input for differentially com- 
bining the signals on its first and second inputs 
to provide an output only when the magnitude 
of L is greater than the magnitude of R and the 20 
magnitude of L-R is greater than the magnitude 
of L+R, 

a second adjacent channel signal multiplier 
having a first input coupled to said L+R input 
and a second input coupled to the output of said 2s 
first operational amplifier, 
a second adjacent channel signal combiner 
having a first input coupled to the output of said 
second adjacent channel multiplier and a sec- 
ond input coupled to said L-R input for differen- 30 
tially combining the signals on its first and sec- 
ond inputs to provide on its output a signal only 
if the magnitude of R is greater than the mag- 
nitude of L and the magnitude of L-R is greater 
than the magnitude of L+R : 35 
a L-R input coupled to the output of said second 
L-R multiplier, 

a third adjacent channel multiplier having a first 
input coupled to said L-R input and a second 
input coupled to the output of said right opera- 4<> 
tional amplifier for providing at its output a prod- 
uct signal related to the product of the signals 
on its first and second inputs, 
a third adjacent channel combiner having a first 
input coupled to the output of said third adja- 45 
cent channel multiplier and a second input cou- 
pled to said L-R input for providing an output 
only if the magnitude of L is greater than the 
magnitude of R and the magnitude of L+R is 
greater than the magnitude of L-R, 50 
a fourth adjacent channel multiplier having a 
first input coupled to said L-R input and a sec- 
ond input coupled to the output of said left com- 
parator for providing on its output a product sig- 
nal representative of the product of the signals 55 
on its first and second inputs, 
and a fourth adjacent channel combiner having 
a first input coupled to the output of said fourth 


adjacent channel multiplier and a second input 
coupled to said L-R input for differentially com- 
bining the signals on its first and second inputs 
to provide an output only if the magnitude of R 
is greater than the magnitude of L and the mag- 
nitude of L+R is greater than the magnitude of 
L-R. 

16. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 5 wherein said 
apparatus further includes apparatus for removing 
the adjacent channel signal from the sum and dif- 
ference signals including, 

an L+R removal combiner having a first input 
coupled to the output of said fourth adjacent 
channel combiner, 

a second input coupled to the output of said 
third adjacent channel combiner, 
a third input coupled to the output of said sec- 
ond adjacent channel combiner, 
a fourth input coupled to the output of said first 
adjacent channel combiner and a fifth input ar- 
ranged to receive a signal related to the sum of 
L times the ratio of the magnitude of R to said 
first common signal with the product of R times 
the ratio of the magnitude of L to said first com- 
mon signal constructed and arranged to pro- 
vide L+R at its output, 

and a L-R combiner having a first input coupled 
to the output of said fourth adjacent channel 
combiner, 

a second input coupled to the output of said 
third adjacent channel combiner, 
a third input coupled to the output of said sec- 
ond adjacent channel combiner, 
a fourth input coupled to the output of said first 
adjacent channel combiner, 
and a fifth input for receiving a signal related to 
the difference between L times the ratio of the 
magnitude of R to said first common signal and 
R times the ratio of the magnitude of L to said 
first common signal constructed and arranged 
to provide at its output L-R. 

17. Apparatus in accordance with claim 16 wherein said 
apparatus further includes, 

apparatus for normalizing the matrix for quad- 
rature encoded signals comprising, 
a center multiplier having a first input coupled 
to the output of said L+R combiner and a sec- 
ond input arranged to receive a signal related 
to the ratio of said second common signal to the 
sum of the magnitude of L+R added to the mag- 
nitude of L-"R to provide a product signal on its 
output representative of the signals on its first 
and second inputs, 

a first center combiner having a first input cou- 
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pled to the output of said first center multiplier 
and a second input coupled to the first input of 
said center multiplier for differentially combin- 
ing the signals on its first and second inputs to 
provide as an output a center complement sig- 
nal, 

a second center signal combiner having a first 
input coupled to the output of said first center 
combiner and a second input coupled to the 
second input of said first center combiner for 
differentially combining the signals on its first 
and second inputs to provide a center signal, 
a surround multiplier having a first input cou- 
pled to the output of said L-R signal combiner 
and a second input for receiving a signal rep- 
resentative of the ratio of said second common 
signal to the magnitude of L+R added to the 
magnitude of L-R to provide a product signal at 
its output representative of the signals on its 
first and second inputs, 
a first surround combiner having a first input 
coupled to the output of said surround multiplier 
and a second input coupled to the first input of 
the surround multiplier for differentially combin- 
ing the signals on its first and second inputs to 
provide a surround complement signal on its 
output, 

and a second surround combiner having a first 
input coupled to the output of said first surround 
combiner and a second input coupled to the 
second input of said first surround combiner for 
differentially combining the signals on its first 
and second inputs to provide as an output sig- 
nal on its output a surround signal. 

1 8. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 0 wherein said 
algebraic signal combiners include a left input mul- 
tiplier for multiplying the signal on said left combined 
input with an A9 coefficient signal, 

and a right input multiplier for multiplying the 
signal on said right combined input with an A1 0 co- 
efficient signal to provide a right input product sig- 
nal. 

19. Apparatus in accordance with claim 18 where said 
algebraic signal combiners further include a left sig- 
nal combiner for cumulatively combining the signals 
on said left combined input and said right combined 
input and differentially combining said left input 
product signal and said right input product signal to 
provide a left combined signal, 

and a right input signal combiner for differen- 
tially combining the signals on said left combined 
input and said right combined input and differential- 
ly combining said left input product signal and said 
right input product signal to provide a right com- 
bined signal. 
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20. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 0 wherein said 
plurality of algebraic signal combiners include a left 
plurality of input multipliers each coupled to said left 
combined input by a respective bandpass filter, 

said bandpass filters selectively transmitting 
contiguous bands of spectral components of 
the signal on said left combined input to a re- 
spective multiplier for multiplication by a re- 
spective coefficient signal to provide a respec- 
tive left input product signal, 
said bandpass filters selectively transmitting 
contiguous bands of spectral components of 
the signal on said right combined input to a re- 
spective multiplier for multiplication by a re- 
spective coefficient signal to provide a respec- 
tive right input product signal, 
a left signal combiner for cumulatively combin- 
ing the left input product signals to provide a left 
combined signal, 
and a right signal combiner for cumulatively 
combining the right input product signals to pro- 
vide a right combined signal. 

21 . Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 0 wherein said 
plurality of algebraic signal combiners include a left 
input bass signal combiner for cumulatively combin- 
ing the signals on said left combined input and said 
right combined input to provide a left cumulatively 
combined signal, 

a right input bass signal combiner for cumula- 
tively combining the signals on said left com- 
bined input and said right combined input to 
provide a differentially combined bass signal, 
a left bass multiplier for multiplying said cumu- 
latively combined bass signal with a coefficient 
signal to provide a left bass product signal, 
right bass multiplying circuitry for multiplying 
said differentially combined bass signal with at 
least one coefficient signal to provide a right 
bass product signal, 

an output bass signal combiner for cumulatively 
combining said left bass product signal with 
said right bass product signal to provide a cu- 
mulatively combined bass product signal, 
and an output multiplier for multiplying said cu- 
mulatively combined bass product signal with 
an output coefficient signal to provide said bass 
signal. 

22. Surround sound decoding apparatus comprising, 

a left combined input and a right combined in- 
put, 

at least a left signal output, right signal output, 
center signal output, and surround output, 
a plurality of algebraic signal combiners inter- 
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coupling said left combined input and said right 
combined input and said left signal output, right 
signal output, center signal output and sur- 
round signal output constructed and arranged 
to provide a left signal on said left output rep- 
resentative of a left channel signal component 
in the signal on said left combined signal input, 
a right signal on said right output representative 
of a right channel signal component in a signal 
on said right combined signal input, 
a center signal on 'said center output represent- 
ative of center signal components of signals on 
said left combined signal input and said right 
combined signal input, 

and a surround signal on said surround output 
representative of surround signal components 
on said left combined signal input and said right 
combined signal input, 

said algebraic signal combiners including at 
least a left multiplier for multiplying the signal 
on said left combined signal input with a first 
coefficient signal, 

and a right multiplier for multiplying a signal on 
said right combined input with a second coeffi- 
cient signal, 

said first and second coefficient signals being 
related to which of a left signal component on 
said left combined signal input and a right sig- 
nal component on said right combined signal 
input is larger and which of the magnitudes of 
the sum of said left and right components and 
the magnitude of the difference therebetween 
is the larger. 

Surround sound decoding apparatus in accordance 
with claim 22 wherein said algebraic combiners in- 
clude a left input signal combiner for cumulatively 
combining the signals on said left combined input 
and said right combined input, 

a right input signal combiner for differentially 
combining the signals on said left combined in- 
put and said right combined input, 
a left output signal combiner for differentially 
combining the output of said left multiplier with 
the signal on said left combined input, 
a right output signal combiner for differentially 
combining the output of said right multiplier with 
the signal on said right combined input, 
a center output signal combiner for differentially 
combining the output of said left signal combin- 
er with the output of said left output signal com- 
biner and the output of said right signal com- 
biner, 

and a surround combiner for cumulatively com- 
bining the outputs of said right input combiner 
and said right output combiner and differentially 
combining the output of said right input signal 


combiner with the output of said left output sig- 
nal combiner. 

24. Apparatus in accordance with claim 23 wherein said 
5 algebraic combiners further comprise, 

a left output multiplier for multiplying the output 
of said left output signal combiner with a said 
coefficient signal, 
w a right multiplier for multiplying the output of 

said right output signal combiner with a said co- 
efficient signal, 

a left input surround signal combiner for differ- 
entially combining the output from said left out- 
15 put signal combiner with the output of said left 

output multiplier, 

a right input surround combiner for differentially 
combining the signal at the output of said output 
right signal combiner with the output of said 

20 right output multiplier, 

a right output surround signal combiner for cu- 
mulatively combining the output of said sur- 
round combiner with the output of said left input 
surround combiner, 

25 and a left output surround combiner for combin- 

ing the output of said right input surround com- 
biner with the output of said surround combiner. 

25. Surround sound decoding apparatus comprising, 

30 

an input decoder having a Lt input for receiving 
a left transmitted signal and a Rt input for re- 
ceiving a right transmitted signal, a L output for 
normally providing a left output signal, a C out- 

35 put for normally providing a center output sig- 

nal, a S output for normally providing a sur- 
round output signal and a R output for normally 
providing a right output signal, 
a left decoder having a Lt input for normally re- 

40 ceiving a left transmitted signal coupled to the 

L output of said input decoder, 
a Rt input for normally receiving a right trans- 
mitted signal coupled to the S output of said in- 
put decoder, 

45 a L output for providing a left output signal, a C 

output for normally providing a center output 
signal and providing a left side surround output 
signal and a R output, 

a right decoder having an Lt input for normally 
so receiving a left transmitted signal coupled to the 

S output of said input decoder and an Fit input 
for normally receiving a right transmitted signal 
coupled to the R output of said input decoder, 
a L output for normally providing a left output 
55 signal for providing a right output signal, a C 

output for normally providing a center output 
signal for providing a right side surround output 
signal and an R output for normally providing a 
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right output signal, 

and a surround decoder having a Lt input for 
normally receiving a left transmitted signal cou- 
pled to the R output of said left decoder, an Rt 
input for normally receiving a right transmitted 5 
signal coupled to the R output of said right de- 
coder, an L output for normally providing a left 
output signal for providing a left surround out- 
put signal, a C output for normally providing a 
center output signal for providing a center sur- to 
round output signal, and a R output for normally 
providing a right output signal for providing a 
right surround output signal. 
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(54) Surround sound channel encoding and decoding 


(57) Surround sound decoding apparatus includes 
a left combined input, a left signal output, a right signal 
output, a center signal output and a surround output. A 
plurality of algebraic signal combiners intercouple the 
left combined input, the right combined input, the left, 
right, center and surround outputs are constructed and 
arranged to provide a left signal on the left output rep- 
resentative of a left channel signal component in the sig- 
nal on the left combined signal input, a right signal on 
the right output representative of a right channel com- 
ponent in a signal on the right combined input. A center 
signal on the center signal output representative of cent- 
er signal components of signals on the left combined 


signal input and the right combined signal input, and a 
surround signal on the surround output representative 
of a surround components in the signals on the leftcom- 
bined input and the right combined input. Surround 
sound encoding apparatus includes a source of left, 
right, center, left surround, right surround and low fre- 
quency effect signals. A left combiner has a left input for 
receiving the left signal, a left surround input for receiv- 
ing the left surround signal, a left low frequency effect 
input for receiving substant ially 0. 707 of the low frequen- 
cy effect signal, and a left center input for receiving sub- 
stantially 0.707 of the center signal and an output for 
providing a left transmitted signal representative of the 
cumulative combination of the signals on these inputs. 
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